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 Crossword puzzle created by Sonia Clem, MG Newsletter Committee

NNews & Events

Tweaking THE REAL DIRT
Whitney Miller and Cheryl Gross
 
As you may have noticed, the newly formed Newsletter committee has been testing changes to 
the Real Dirt.  The newsletter has expanded content demanding that we review our article 
maximum length requirements.  Toward that end, we are employing 'hyperlinks' within the 
newsletter content.  All you have to do is click on the blue word in the article and it will take 
you to the related information on our website.  Our intent is to shorten what you see in your 
inbox, while allowing you to easily access more information stored on our website. 
 
Some readers have suggested that the recent newsletters are long,  (and they have been) 
others have said they find hyperlinks off-putting and will not use them.  We have concluded 
that they are the BEST solution to our content/length debate.  We are trying to keep ourselves 
looking fresh and crisp while bringing our audience good, meaty material. 
 
We thank our newsletter tech expert, Whitney Miller, for making our wishes become a reality.  
The Real Dirt will be archived on the website allowing you to revisit material.  All we ask is 
that you give hyperlinks a try and as always, let us know what you think.

 
Master Gardener Association Meeting Tuesday, May 7, 2013
 
Location:  Boardman River Nature Center, 1450 Cass Rd, Traverse City, 6:00pm-7:30pm 
 
6:00 - 6:30pm  Potluck      (Bring a dish to pass)
 
6:30 - 7:30pm  Educational Program:  "Introduction to the Botanical Garden of Northwest 
Michigan and a Glimpse into the Future" by Karen Schmidt
 



Karen Schmidt, Board Chair of the Botanical Garden Society of Northwest Michigan will present 
the history of the site, background of the goals for the garden, building and future garden 
renderings, and information about the Healing Garden. 

The upcoming 4- day "Revolutionary Gardens Conference," featuring a series of lectures by 
internationally-known garden authors and designers Andrea Wulf, Peter Hatch and Warren Byrd 
will be highlighted.  This special conference is a tax-deductible benefit event for the Botanical 
Garden Society of Northwest Michigan, and is being hosted by Fountain Point Resort of Lake 
Leelanau in partnership with the Botanic Garden Society of Northwest Michigan and the Master 
Gardener Association of Northwest Michigan.  We hope to have copies of the author's books 
available for sale at the meeting.

Anyone interested in the topic is welcome to attend.  Bring a friend! 
 
 
Master Gardener Association Meeting/Garden Walk Tuesday, June 4, 
2013
 
Location:  Grow Benzie, 5885 M-115/Frankfort Hwy, Benzonia, 6:00pm-7:30pm
 
6:00 - 7:30pm  Garden tour:  Join the Master Gardener Association of Northwest Michigan for a 
garden tour with Grow Benzie.  Grow Benzie is a community nonprofit farmstead dedicated to 
enriching the lives of Benzie County residents by fostering self-reliance through education in 
agriculture, nutrition, job training and life skills.  As a demonstration/training site they seek to 
be a center of excellence to help adapt lives to our changing economy, serving as a symbol of 
hope and revitalization for all residents. 
Stick around afterwards for mingling at the Roadhouse Mexican Bar & Grill in Benzonia.
 
 
MGANM Meeting March 2013 Synopsis
"What's Wrong with my Plant?" with  Dr. Roberta Dow
 Nancy Denison
 
Roberta came armed to inform, not only with slides but with "real objects"; what educators 
would call "hands-on" learning.  On this night, it was a quiz to determine the real problem on 
the real plant part.
 
In plant diagnosis, careful observations to recognize what is not normal, identify the 
distribution of the problem, and noting the symptoms and the parts of the plant affected, is 
the beginning of the end.  And toward that end, one must (generally speaking), bury or burn a 
plant affected with a viral disease, burn branches of a bacterial problem and bag fungal 
affected plants in a black bag to be cooked by the sun.  So much more was discussed and 
shared that evening, so sorry if you missed it!  Thanks, Roberta, for your vast knowledge and 
your ability to pass that knowledge on to us with ease.
 
Pam Bardenhagen passed along valuable information about the new Volunteer Management 
System which is in effect now and will be the only way to report by April 15.  Ruth Walker, our 
representative for the statewide MMGA, reported on recent developments for Master Gardener 
Associations including liability, 501C3 status and MG College in June.   Lastly, Matthew 
Bertrand shared information about the Go Beyond Beauty program being developed by the 
NWM Invasive Species Network which will recognize local nurseries committed to banning the 
sale of invasive plants. 
 

Useful websites:   



 
               MSU Diagnostic Clinic                MSU IPM                      Habitat Matters
 
MGANM Meeting April 2013 Synopsis 
"Why Going Native is Good for Nature and You" with Carolyn Thayer and 
Cheryl Gross
Nancy Denison
 
Carolyn is a plant designer (Designs in Bloom) and president of the non-profit Plant it Wild.  
Cheryl is a Master Gardener with six years of experience using her (with Carolyn's help) own 
native plant landscape design for her home in Frankfort.  Together they shared their love and 
knowledge of Michigan native plants and how to use them in our planting plans.  Choosing the 
right plant for soil condition is a basic premise for landscaping, but especially important when 
planting a large area or one with particular soil /geographic conditions such as sand, 
grasslands, or along the water's edge.  Not only are native plants good for particular soil 
conditions, but also for supporting animals and insects which are attracted to those plants as 
well as minimizing the need for irrigation by reducing runoff.  Cheryl, (a.k.a Lily Wood) took 
her dune side home from barely beautiful to lush and full of life by planting such natives as 
Miterwort, Spikenard, Prairie Smoke, and many others.  Her photos helped to show the 
dramatic change to her beautiful site.  Thanks to Carolyn and Cheryl for sharing your love of 
these "natives" and helping us to understand their importance in our landscaping plants.
 

Useful websites:
 

    Plant it Wild               Carolyn Thayer               Grand Traverse Conservation 
District   

ServeServe    

Junior Master Gardener Program
Lillian Mahaney with Cheryl Gross
 
Childhood is an ideal time to introduce gardening to children.  Getting their hands dirty in the 
soil is rarely a problem for them.  Children are often energetic learners who absorb new 
thoughts and ideas readily.  The third and fourth grade age is ideal for both reading-to-learn 
and hands-on learning.  It is this age group that Lillian Mahaney has targets for her Junior 
Master Gardener program, considering both reading level and maturity.
 
When Lillian first wanted to teach gardening to children, she found that available materials 
neglected aspects she felt were important. Undaunted, she researched and developed her own 
curriculum using a number of resources including MSU and Texas A & M University. In addition 
to offering Junior Master Gardener classes through 4-H, she trains others to teach Junior 
Master Gardeners classes. Lillian takes on this additional work to extend her love of gardening 
to reach more children. Her hard work developed a good, successful program. 

Lillian's curriculum is about seven weeks long, give or take. The topics will be familiar to 
Master Gardeners:

1. Introduction and Intro to Plant Science
2. Plant Science
3. Soil Science
4. Water and Ecology
5. Trees, Shrubs and Vines
6. Vegetables and Herbs
7. Native plants, Insects and Wildlife Beneficials

 Each session includes instructional materials, 
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worksheets, and activities.  Generally, classes run for 
one to one and a quarter hours. There is far more 
information than can be covered in the typical class 
period allowing each instructor to tailor the material for the needs of the individual group.  
Class size can run 5 to 20 but the ideal size is 10-15 students.
 
Classes can fit a wide variety of venues.  Many local schools offer After-School Enrichment; 
gardening and nature studies in the spring fit perfectly.  Libraries offer children's programs 
during the summer, some during the school year as well; connecting the Junior Master 
Gardener Program to the many children's gardens at local libraries is another possibility.  
Summer programs through Parks and Recreation are possible class sites.  The options are 
limited only by your imagination. 
 
Lillian will be recruiting Master Gardeners to take her training this fall and get involved with 
teaching Junior Master Gardeners.  Keep an eye out for more information on the Junior Master 
Gardener program by Lillian Mahaney in the next Real Dirt or contact Lillian at 
raccoonmama@gmail.com.

BeautifyBeautify   

This Season's Short List of Spectacular Gardens to Visit
Sonia Clem

Although winter has certainly over-stayed its welcome 
in Michigan, surely spring will be arriving soon and we 
can finally remake the beds!  I, for one, am planning 
to make the most of our time together with my warm 
weather friends by having some fun -- outside of my 
own garden - by planning a few day-trips to visit some 
of Michigan's most spectacular gardens.  Here are 
some on my short list:
 
 
 
 

Tulip Time     May 4-11     Holland, MI
Over 6 million tulips line the streets, parks and attractions - billed as one of the best small 
town festivals in the U.S.  Tulip Gardens & Lanes
 
If you want to "tiptoe through the tulips" but avoid the festival crowd, try Veldeer's 5-acre 
tulip farm instead.  Peak color will be the first and second week of May. 
 
Add a little Dutch history and a genuine windmill at Windmill Island Gardens 
 
June Perennial Inspiration
Applewood     Flint, MI   
Lots to see here, including the perennial demonstration garden which has examples of raised 
beds, hardscapes, perennial flower and herb garden designs. Plants are labeled with name and 
purchased location. Admission is free but bring a food donation.
 
Sunnybank    Traverse City, MI   
A private residence with gardens open to the public. Free of charge. 
 
July Aroma Therapy
Lavendar Hill Farm     Horton Bay, MI 
 
Friendly Garden Club Walk     July 18     Traverse City, MI  
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Fall Color and Art - Naturally
Two places where art and nature really play well together - plus the fall colors are fabulous!
Michigan Legacy Art Park     Thompsonville, MI
 
Frederick Meijer Gardens     Grand Rapids, MI
  
Hope you can take some time this year to just smell the flowers and enjoy our warm-weather 
friends.  Unlike some seasons we know, they really don't stay long and we're always sad to see 
them go.  Click here for some links to other Michigan Botanical Gardens. 
 
  
Revolutionary Gardens Conference
Sue Sensenbaugh
 
As we wait anxiously for the weather to act spring-like; we are called to think ahead to fall!  
September 29-October 2 the Revolutionary Gardens: Past, Present and Future Conference 
comes to northern Michigan. Hosted by Fountain Point Inn & Club, three exceptional speakers: 
Andrea Wulf, Peter Hatch, and Warren Byrd: share their knowledge and love of gardens.  The 
Conference includes lectures along with technical tours of gardens, vineyards, and historic 
farms.  Local craft foods and wines are featured. 
 
While all the events of the Conference are more than enough to encourage attendance, the 
benefits are more than personal. The Conference is a benefit for the Botanic Garden of 
Traverse City.  Twelve years of planning now have a home at the 25 acre site of the old 
Traverse City State Hospital.  The ecosystems range from meadows to woodlands to wetlands.  
Plans are in process for a variety of display, demonstration, and research gardens.  There will 
be a Visitor Center and a walled garden featuring native Michigan wildflowers.  While the 
beauty of these gardens will be indisputable, the project results in a public park for a wide 
range of activities.  The master plan was designed by internationally-known landscape 
architect, Warren Byrd, one of the featured Conference speakers.   Check out the latest on 
what's happening.
 
Attending the Revolutionary Gardens Conference allows you to benefit the community while 
benefitting yourself.   Be sure to take advantage this amazing opportunity.  For more 
information go to NorthwestMichiganGarden.org; for accommodations go to 
FountainPointResort.com or call 231-256-9800.   
 
Warren T. Byrd Jr., Author
Sue Sensenbaugh
 
The up-coming Revolutionary Gardens: Past, Present and Future Conference highlights three 
speakers.  Warren Byrd is one of those speakers.  We in northern Michigan are privileged to 
have the opportunity to hear him speak.  We are also privileged to benefit from his expertise 
as the landscape architect of The Botanic Gardens.  Enjoy this extraordinary chance to learn 
from this remarkable man.
 
Receiving a bachelors degree in Horticulture from Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State 
University and a Masters in Landscape Architecture from the University of Virginia, Byrd is a 
founding principal in the firm Nelson-Byrd-Woltz Landscape Architects based in Charlottesville, 
Virginia.  Through his work at the firm, Byrd led an international array of landscaping projects 
across North America into Brazil, Europe, and New Zealand.  A few of his recent projects 
include work on the Flight 93 Memorial in Shanksville, PA; the restoration of Montalto at 
Monticello in Albemarle County, VA, and the Asian Trail at the National Zoo in Washington D.C.  
His current emphasis in landscape architecture is sustainable design and construction practice 
focused on local and regional plant communities.
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Beyond his work in landscaping, Byrd taught for 26 years at the University of Virginia where he 
garnered an All-University teaching award, a CELA teaching award, and two Bradford Williams 
Medals for articles published in Landscape Architecture magazine.  His ability for remarkable 
work in his field is matched by an ability to communicate to those at all levels of knowledge 
making Byrd a sought after lecturer. 

NourishNourish    

Asparagus - Food of the Month
Michele Worden
 
Did you know that in Michigan, May is Asparagus Month?  I coordinate a program called Food of 
the Month at my children's school, The Children's House.  Food of the Month (FOM) is a full-
sensory, enthobotanical exploration of the food for students, teachers and parents.  The FOM 
presentation includes examining the whole plant (when possible), sampling the food (raw and 
in cuisine), discussion of the botany, origins, cultivation, and uses of the plant, and providing 
some research sources for further student study.  We also make a visit to a farmer who is 
growing the food if possible.   Last May we visited Norconk Asparagus Farm, where the 
wonderful farmers let us harvest and carry as much as we wanted back to school!  Below is the 
write-up pulled together from internet, book, and farmer reference sources.  Disclaimer - It is 
not meant to be a scholarly product, just amusing and informative.  
To find out more about the points d'amour ("love tips")  and Madame Pompadour, click here. 
 
 
Vegetable Gardening Blog Debuts
 
Northwest Lower Michigan has a new vegetable gardening blog.  Master Gardener Volunteers 
Mike Davis, Ellen Lapekas, Trina Ball, Mike Kiessel, and Kirsten Gerbatsch are contributing.  
The blog is all about vegetable gardening in our back yards, school gardens, and community 
gardens, with our soil, and our weather.  Check it out!

StewardSteward      
Go Beyond Beauty 
Matthew Bertrand
 
This year, take your garden beyond beauty.  For many people, a garden's purpose begins and 
ends with beauty.  However, we believe it is possible to create beautiful spaces that transcend 
beauty alone. Go Beyond Beauty... for wildlife habitat, healthy waters, and bountiful gardens.
 
Did you know that many of the plants that are most invasive in local natural areas arrived 
originally by way of our gardens? Go Beyond Beauty by purchasing plants at local nurseries that 
have committed to not selling high-threat invasive ornamental plants. You won't be alone - 
you'll be joining with conservation organizations, nurseries, landscapers, and gardeners 
throughout Northwest Michigan. 
 
For a complete list of participating nurseries, visit  HabitatMatters and click on "Go Beyond 
Beauty." Let's make Northwest Michigan an example that inspires across the state... and 
beyond!
 
Landscape professionals, gardeners, and members of the public are invited to learn more 
about "Go Beyond Beauty" by attending a public presentation on May 7th at 6pm at the 
Boardman River Nature Center at 1450 Cass Rd in Traverse City.
 
Go Beyond Beauty is a program of the Northwest Michigan Invasive Species Network (ISN). 
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Carter's Compost
Nancy Denison
 
I knew there was something special about Carter Schmidt when I spent a year with him in 
kindergarten. There are not many kids in third grade who have their own business.  For about 
a year now, Carter has been running Carter's Compost, with the help of mom, Johanna, dad, 
Ty and brother, Jameson.  It all began when Carter's dad made the entire backyard into a 
garden and kept needing more compost.  At first a few neighbors and friends were involved 
but then, always needing more compost, they borrowed an idea from Bootstrap Compost and  
Carter's Compost was born.
  
Currently Carter has about 70 clients. Each client gets a five gallon bucket into which all 
kitchen scraps go.  Every week Carter rides his bike to pick up the bucket, dumps it on a 
starter compost pile, cleans and then returns the bucket.  About every four to six months each 
client gets the bucket filled with fresh, sifted compost.  Those who do not live in Carter's Oak 
Park neighborhood can drop off their bucket at the Schmidt home if desired.
  
I asked Carter what he liked best about his business and like most boys; it is the worms he puts 
back when he sifts the compost piles.  The worst thing? That has to be scrubbing out the 
buckets each week so they are clean for the clients.  I also wondered if there were any secrets 
to his speedy composting; his recipe of three buckets of leaves to each bucket of kitchen 
scraps and turning the piles once a week, when possible, seems to be working for him.
  
Carter wants to continue his business as he grows up.  He may need to hire some friends to 
assist him, as the business keeps growing- so much so that the family is expanding the space at 
home and is looking for off-site spots to use.  Instead of delivering newspapers around his 
neighborhood, this new age paper boy is making the world a greener place! Visit Carter's 
Compost!
 

The Real Dirt is brought to you by: Sonia Clem, Nancy Denison, Cheryl Gross (Chairperson), 
Whitney Miller, and Sue Sensenbaugh. If you have further questions about The Real Dirt, 
please contact Cheryl at grossrichardson@me.com. 

Botanic Gardens Open House

Master Gardener Association of Northwest Michigan
Boardman River Nature Center
Traverse City, Michigan 49684

www.mganm.org
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