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A Letter from the Newsletter Team
Happy New Year!
 
Dear Master Gardeners,
 
 A big howdy from your recently formed Real Dirt Newsletter Committee.  We have
been 'digging-‐in' the past couple of months, giving thought and effort into 'refreshing'
the Real Dirt.  Ideas are sprouting and we are eager to hear from you whether you like
what you read... or not.  Really, we WANT to hear from you. Additionally, we have
had contributing writers come forward and we are very excited to diversify our team.
 
First, we have clustered Master Gardener interest areas into four themes:

SERVE -‐ covers all of our service projects from food security to Jr Master
Gardeners and beyond
NOURISH includes vegetables, small fruit and tree fruit
BEAUTIFY addresses flower gardening, house plants, landscaping, trees, shrubs,
and lawn
STEWARD is focused on the environment from rain gardens and pests to
composting and water quality

We hope to include articles in all four areas as often as we can. 



 
What's more, we have a passionate MG with a basket full of vegetable gardening info
who has volunteered to sort out your puzzling vegetable issues. Submit your questions
to "ASK MIKE", Mike Davis mcd49621@gmail.com, and he will respond directly with
helpful advice.  We will share some of the Q & A with all in the Real Dirt.
 
We are seeking a MG willing to manage the layout and publication side of the Real
Dirt.  If you feel comfortable using programs like Microsoft Word, you have more then
enough tech experience.  Training and ongoing support would be provided by our VP,
Matthew Bertrand, who is currently filling-‐in.
 
Finally, we are eager to make the newsletter an informative 'must read'.  Toward that
end we will be testing a pile of ideas such as gardening tips, helpful books, recipes,
interesting gardening blogs, etc.  All can pitch-‐in here.  Send us your ideas to mix with
the rest for a fertile newsletter.
 
Glad to be here, 
            Sonia Clem, soniac@chartermi.net
            Nancy Denison, denisontc@sbcglobal.net
            Cheryl Gross, grossrichardson@mac.com

Serve  
Are you obsessed?
 
By Maureen Anthony

Do you find yourself thinking of it when
you can't do it? 
Do you dream about it at work and have
to tell yourself to STOP?
Do you spend an inordinate amount of
time planning to do it, and every free
moment is spent either doing it, or
studying better ways to do it?
Do you forget to mention all of the money
you could have spent on other things?
When you are doing it, is there is no
better high?
Have you started hanging around with
others who are equally as addicted as you are? 

If you answered "yes" to one or more of the above... you just may have a problem,
read on:
There are many other activities that would cause friends or loved ones to stage an
intervention when one gets so caught up in something that seems to be taking over
their life. However, this addiction seems to go mostly unnoticed.  Family and friends
just see you as "doing your thing". I have to admit; I can't see a way out of it. And
actually, I don't want to stop. There, I've said it. I don't want to stop. When the
weather is nice, I can't imagine doing anything else, and when the weather is awful I'm
planning what I'll do when the weather is nice again. Thing is, my obsession is sort of a
lifeline for me. It's a way to escape from the everyday stresses of modern life.  

 
A GARDENER. Yep, a gardener, that's me.  Totally.



 
Are you one of these people?

 

For me gardening is a process, even though I'm not one of those who have a weed

free, "perfect" garden. It is not a chore that has to be finished. It is about the

moments of wonder that keep me coming back.  Like the morning I got up early on my

day off to do some weeding before it got too hot. I had been bending over for some

time pulling grass away from choking my blanket flowers and as I stood up, I got a bit

dizzy. Closing my eyes, I stood still for a few minutes. The sun was up and it was

getting warmer. I became aware of movement around me.  Opening my eyes, I found

myself in a cloud of monarch butterflies breakfasting on the blossoms of a white

butterfly bush.

 

Gardening teaches me patience. Every year for six years, the buds on my wisteria were

burned by frost.  I was determined in the seventh year to outsmart the frost. I covered

and uncovered that plant every day, and waited. Finally, I noticed the buds swelling

and was rewarded soon after with the sweet smell of success! The aroma of those

blossoms wafted a good distance away. My neighbors could smell them from the street

as they walked by the house. A simple pleasure to share.  My 'obsession' has become a

blessing.

 

In winter, in the depth of a snowstorm, snug in my favorite chair, I cruise the Internet,

and peruse my books for new ideas to work into the garden next season.

 

Yes, I truly am addicted.  Please don't try to help me.

 

 

 

New MG Record-‐keeping System Coming Soon!
 

In early January, the State Office will be transferring Master Gardener records from

the old record-‐keeping system (https://mi.mgrecord.com) to the new one

(https://michigan.volunteersystem.org).  If you did not report your required 2012 15

volunteer and 5 education hours by the time the old system was deactivated in late

December, your information will not be transferred.  Once your records are

transferred, you will receive an email with instructions on how to access the new

system.  If you have any questions, please contact Pam Bardenhagen for help. This new

system should be more user friendly and allow volunteers to not only report hours, but

add volunteer projects, share photos, and join interest groups. Stay tuned... 

 

 

New Year, New Plan for MGANM monthly meetings!
 

In the past, the MGANM Board met alternating months with MGANM Program meetings,

offering six membership meetings a year.  In 2013 there will be 12 monthly MGANM

meetings with educational opportunities offered at all of our meetings.  The

Association is dedicated to offering continuing education for members to ensure that

all are able keep up-‐to-‐date on trends and changes in the gardening realm and

encourage more education in all areas of the Master Gardener Training program. 

Master Gardeners are encouraged to attend as many meetings as possible as the

content will be worthwhile.  The intent is to hit each of the twelve chapters in the

training manual once per year and include events to keep things lively and engaging. 

Program attendance earns education hours.

 



The MGANM programs are most often the first Tuesday of each month.  Generally,

meetings are held at the Boardman River Nature Center, but we are looking into

holding meetings around the region from time to time to recognize our wide-‐ranging 

geographic territory.  An introductory calendar is included in the What's New section of

this newsletter.

 

The first program, January 8, brings two presenters well versed and respected in Soil

Science, Kirk Waterstripe and Craig Schaaf.  All are encouraged to attend.  These

monthly educational opportunities will be widely advertised and the public is welcome.

 

We recognize that we have remarkable talent in both our region and in the MG

Association and invite all with an interest or passion in one of the twelve content areas

to gather together and plan a program for the good of the whole.  The Board will

identify coordinators in each subject area for individuals to join their team.  It is

hoped that these subject area teams will offer members an opportunity to work closely

with other MGs, tap into resources not currently identified,  and earn Volunteer Hours.

 

As before, we will have a potluck prior to the program to be sure folks have time to

eat before the meeting.  During dinner, attendees will have the opportunity to

participate in the Board Meeting or choose social time.  Participating in the potluck is

not required to attend the program.

 

Please contact Erik Zehender, President, ezehender@yahoo.com for more information

on MG Continuing Education Teams and participation in program planning.

 

 

 

Report from the Coordinator:

Pam Bardenhagen,  MSU Extension-‐Leelanau County

231-‐256-‐8323/schmi345@anr.msu.edu

 

Seventy people attended the Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner, held at Twin Lakes

Camp Gilbert Lodge. In addition to a delicious dinner, we enjoyed a chance to see new

and old faces, the presentation of awards, and highlights of some of the exciting

projects going on in our region.  Thanks to Matthew Bertrand, Kathy Rood, Dale

Wright, Gary Michalek, Lillian Mahaney, and Kathie Scott for sharing during this part

of the evening!

 

Thank you to Lillian Mahaney who again managed a successful Silent Auction, raising

over $600 for the Master Gardener scholarship fund.  Thanks also to those who either

donated to the auction or had a winning bid!

 

We also heard from Kristine Drake, MGANM President, who provided an update on the

board's activities this past year, and welcomed Erik Zehender as incoming President for

2013. Erik shared some exciting news about events and conferences being planned for

the year ahead.  Thanks to Kristine and other board members, Sara Sokolnicki, Luc

Serriere, Liz Clous, and Erik Zehender for serving on the board this past year!

 

Below is a summary of awards presented on November 3rd.  Even though only some

awards were presented, I hope you all know that ALL of your volunteering is

appreciated!  It has been a pleasure to get to work with all of you this past year!  

 

Master Gardeners Honored for Contributions in 2012

In the past year, 122 Master Gardeners mainly from Leelanau, Grand Traverse, and



Benzie counties contributed over 2,400 hours of volunteer service in the region.

 Congratulations to those listed below for achieving the following honors:

 

2012 Master Gardeners of the Year
Demonstrating outstanding commitment and leadership to the Master Gardener

Volunteer Program.

 

Martha Dively, Grand Traverse County

Kirsten Gerbatsch, Leelanau County

Cheryl Gross, Benzie County

 

Master Gardener Certification
The following having successfully completed the required coursework and forty hours

of volunteer service: 

 

Matthew Bertrand

Nancy Dension

Betsy Fisher

Cheryl Gross

Nancy Larson

Kathleen Lewis

Debbie Marsh

Chris McKellar

Kathryn Rood

Cynthia Sack

Luc Serriere

Misty Sheehan

Jennifer Swan

Christina Trogan

Erik Zehender.

 

Advanced Master Gardener Certification
The following have successfully completed twenty-‐five hours of additional education

and a minimum of ninety hours volunteer service:

 

Michele Buday

Delorus Burton

Barbara Fasulo-‐Emmott

Anne Kline

Ruth Richards

 

250 MG Volunteer Pin
The following have reached a milestone of 250 cumulative hours of volunteer service:

 

Kristine Drake

Judy Hoeffler

Karl Marsh

Joe Sarafa

 

500 MG Volunteer Pin
The following have reached a milestone of 500 cumulative hours of volunteer service:

 

Mike Davis

Terry Harding



Michele Worden
 
 
 
Help Wanted:  MG Board Secretary. Master Gardener Volunteer to serve on the the
Master Gardener Association of Northwest Michigan as Secretary.  Responsibilities
include taking minutes of Master Gardener Board and Membership meetings and
keeping the organization's records on file.  Compensation includes working with a great
group of other MG's, having input to the development of the organization, and earning
MG volunteer hours.  Apply to Pam Schmidt, schmi345@anr.msu.edu or Erik
Zehender, ezehender@gmail.com
 
Help Wanted:  MG Newsletter Committee. 

Master Gardener Volunteer to manage the technical aspects of producing the The Real
Dirt.  Required skill level -‐-‐ comfort using Microsoft Word. All other training will be
provided. Responsibilities include working with in the Constant Contact on-‐line
program, or similar, coordinating newsletter links to the MG Website, and updating
distribution lists. Compensation includes working with the charming members of the
Newsletter Committee, currently Sonia, Nancy and Cheryl, volunteering on your own
time in your own space, and earning MG Volunteer Hours.
  

Help Wanted:  MG Volunteerism Committee.

The association is forming a new committee to focus on volunteerism. As an
association of volunteers, the committee's work will touch on many important aspects
of our work. The committee will assist the coordinator, Pam Schmidt-‐Bardenhagen,
organize the annual recognition dinner. The committee will also advise and assist in
related volunteer management activities, from recruitment to retention to recognition
of Master Gardener volunteers. If interested, please contact Matthew Bertrand,
 matthewtbertrand@gmail.com.

 

Beautify      
Building a Garden -‐ an update on the Historic Barns Park and Botanic Gardens

By Terry Harding 
 

The 56-‐acre park that is part of the Grand
Traverse Commons, formerly home to the
Traverse City State Hospital, is currently in
the second stage of development.  The
Botanical Garden Society will manage 25 acres
of the park with the Visitor Center, Walled
Garden and Healing Gardens outlined in phase
2 of the plan. 
  
 
Picnic Garden:

Work has proceeded on the Picnic Grove with
invasive Autumn Olive and dead or dying trees

removed and the addition of 33 native trees and shrubs planted. Remnants of the
original garden include crocus, lily of the valley, tiger lilies, spirea, lilacs and



honeysuckle. A barrier-‐free path and viewing platform with viewing scope will be

added.  This spring/summer, picnic tables will be situated around the foundation of

the original caretaker's cottage and garage. Several board members of the Botanical

Garden Society and volunteers have maintained the area with continued removal of

invasive plants and mowing. (editor's note: many Master Gardeners from the Master

Gardeners Association of Northwest Michigan (MGANM) have participated in this

worthwhile project.)

 

Granary and Cathedral Barn:
Both have undergone lead paint removal and bids have gone out for construction to

begin. A series of geo-‐thermal wells are currently being drilled to the southeast of the

barns, which will provide heating and cooling to the barns.  Additional renovation work

on the Cathedral Barn will take place throughout 2013.

 

The old Granary is being renovated this winter/spring and should open sometime next

summer/fall. It will serve as a Visitor Center and will include a large meeting room at

the upper level.  The lower level will include bathrooms, an information desk, a display

area and a small gift shop area.  A 30' tunnel connecting the Visitor Center to the Root

Cellar Building will be preserved for historical interest and to provide access to the

lower level of the root cellar -‐-‐ complete with its beautiful stone walls.   The upper

level of the root cellar, a cement block structure, will undergo renovation and be

converted to an open-‐air pavilion using the original cement pillars and roof. 

 

With all the construction work that is currently underway, we don't want to forget the

gardens.  Landscaping will begin to take place this summer around the Granary. A

water feature, planting beds, and a paved courtyard in front of the Granary will be

the first landscape projects at the site.  In 2014, work will begin on the walled

garden, using the stone foundation of the old horse barn for the stone walls. 

 

These projects are all part of the Historic Barns Park and Gardens Capital Campaign. 

When completed, attention will turn to the construction of the Healing Gardens to the

north of the Visitor Center. This will include an allee leading to the Healing Gardens,

which will include a Medicine Wheel Garden and large walking Labyrinth. 

 

Keep track of our progress -‐ and find out how you can help -‐ by liking us on Facebook

or visiting our website: www.NorthwestMichiganGarden.org

 

Nourish  
Ask Mike, mcd49621@gmail.com
Q -‐ We assembled a little green house this fall, later than hoped, and filled the raised

beds with the recommended mix of vermiculite, moss and compost.  The peas and

beans grew beautifully, but did not blossom.  Was that because we simply started too

late in the season, or was it the soil?  I think the soil science of vegetable gardening is

fascinating and so important to success.  What works for you?  

 

A -‐ The reasons peas and beans didn't bloom were likely quite different, as these are

two very different critters. With peas, a cool-‐season plant with its origins in Western

Asia, the reason was most likely more accurately, night length: photoperiodism. They

simply won't bloom with dark times more than about 12 hours/day (day lengths 12

hours or more, somewhere between vernal and autumnal equinoxes).  You might be

able to trick them with some added artificial light, but I haven't tried this.  (Note that



for raising seedlings indoors, standard cool-‐white fluorescent bulbs are fine, but the
spectrum of the better "grow-‐lights" more closely resembles that of sunlight and is in
some cases more effective at triggering flowering.
         The situation with beans, a warm-‐season plant whose origins are in Central and
South America, is more complex.  Some varieties do exhibit varying degrees of
photoperiodism, but their flowering onset is more likely to be determined by
temperature and/or nutrient levels.  With too much nitrogen in the soil, they're
unlikely to bloom as profusely, if at all.  "Thinking like a plant": I'm a legume, so with
some help from the local rhizobia, I fix my own nitrogen, so what do I need with all
this extra stuff?  Bush beans tend to be more tolerant of temperature extremes than
pole beans, but here are some guesses for average temperature effects:

Optimum growth and flowering occur around 70-‐75 degrees F, with buds
developing at around 5 weeks and opening a week or so later.
About twice the time to flowering occurs at temperatures below 60 degrees,
with almost no bud development occurring below somewhere around 55.
All growth stops below about 50 degrees.

Steward   
Fabulous  Soil  Science  Educational  Opportunity

  
January Meeting of the Master Gardener Association
of Northwest Michigan
6:00-‐8:30 PM, January 8 at the Boardman River
Nature Center
Kicking off 2013, the Master Gardener Association of
Northwest Michigan will host its first meeting at the
Boardman River Nature Center on January 8, 2013. 
We are presenting a new format and focusing on
more intensive educational programming.
           
            6-‐6:30 Potluck and Brief Business Meeting. 
            (Bring a dish to pass and your table setting.)
            6:30-‐8:30  Program
           
Kirk Waterstripe, will present "The History of Organic
Matter in Soil," followed by a presentation on
"Regenerative Soil Care," given by Craig Schaaf.
 
Kirk Waterstripe, of Traverse City has worked as an adjunct instructor at NMC since
1994, and previously worked at Soil Foodweb Inc. in Corvallis, Oregon.   Craig Schaaf,
of Kaleva, is the operator of Golden Rule Farm and also a regular presenter at Grow
Benzie.  There will be suggested donation of $5-‐10 at the door to help cover speaker
expenses.
 
  

NEWS & EVENTS



Pass the Word!  The Master Gardener Training Program
to be offered in Spring! In 2013, the forty-‐four hour
training program will be offered from 4-‐8 PM on
Wednesdays, February 27-‐ May 22 at the Northwest
Michigan Horticultural Research Center.  Applications
are due by February 13th, and can be downloaded
from www.msue.msu.edu/leelanau. 
 
Anyone interested in learning more about the Master
Gardener Volunteer Program can visit www.msue.msu.edu/leelanau  or call MSUE-‐
Leelanau at 231/256-‐8323.
 
2013 Master Gardener Association of Northwest Michigan Calendar

Make note of the following dates, locations and educational topics.  Stay tuned for details as they
develop.  Topics subject to change due to speaker availability.
 
January 8, 2013 Meeting -‐ Boardman River Nature Center

            6:00-‐6:30 Potluck, Social/Board meeting
            6:30 -‐ 8:00 Soil Science with Kirk Waterstripe and Craig Schaaf
 
February 5 Meeting -‐ Boardman River Nature Center

            6:00-‐6:30 PM  Board Meeting/ Potluck
            6:30-‐8:00 PM  Plant Science Educational Opportunity.
 
March 5 Meeting -‐ Boardman River Nature Center

            6:00-‐6:30 PM  Board Meeting
            6:30-‐8:00 PM  Integrated Pest Management & Household Pests Educational Opportunity.
 
April 2 Meeting -‐ Boardman River Nature Center

            6:00-‐6:30 PM  Board Meeting
            6:30-‐8:00 PM  Flower Gardening Educational Opportunity.
 
May 7 Meeting -‐ Boardman River Nature Center

            6:00-‐6:30 PM  Board Meeting
            6:30-‐8:00 PM   Woody Ornamentals Educational Opportunity.
 
June 4 Event -‐ Garden Walk

            6:00-‐8:00 PM, June 4, Location to be determined. 
            Technical presentation related to vegetables.
 
July Event -‐ Garden Party

            6:00 -‐ 8:30 PM, July 2 at Fountain Point Resort, Lake Leelanau
            Water Quality Program, Combined with Garden Party/Music
 
August Event -‐ Garden Walk

            6:00-‐8:00 PM, Location to be determined. 
            Technical presentation related to Lawn care/Landscape Design.
 
September 3 Meeting

            6:00-‐6:30 PM  Board Meeting
            6:30-‐8:00  Technical program on small fruit (wine grapes) at Ciccone Vineyards.  
 
September 30-‐October 2 "Revolutionary Gardens Conference"

            TBD
            Technical program on tree fruit, in conjuction with Andrea Wulf/Peter Hatch (no            
business meeting).
 
November Meeting

            Volunteer Recognition Event



            Location to be announced at later date.   Technical program on indoor plants.
  
December 3, Board Meeting (location be be determined)
 
 

 
Master Gardener Association of Northwest Michigan

Boardman River Nature Center
Traverse City, Michigan 49684

www.mganm.org
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